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Successful  Trap  Devised  for  Campaigns  Against  Crows. 


In  many  places  crows  become  so  numerous  that  measures  are  necessary  to  re- 
duce their  numbers.    The  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture  for  many  years 
ha'-sr  observed  the  feeding  habits  of  crows  as  they  fly  about  the  fields  and  have 
studied  under  the  microscope  the  contents  of  thousands  of  their  stomachs  collect- 
ed in  all  parts  of  the  country.     They  find  from  these  studies  that  not  all  the 
habits  of  the  common  crow  are  to  be  understood  as  blocker  than  the  bird  itself, 
for  its  size,  virility,  and  almost  omnivorous  appetite  make  the  crow  a  great 
influence  for  good  at  certain  seasons  in  many  localities.    Recently  a  highly 
effective  trap  for  capturing  crows  was  devised  on  the  Miner  Bird  Refuge,  in 
Ontario,  Canada,  and  offered  to  the  Biological  Survey,  for  use  in  any  part  of  the 
United  States.     Its  operation  has  been  so  successful  that  as  many  as  5^0  crows 
have  been  caught  in  it  at  one  time.    The  trap,  which  is  about  six  feet  high  and 
the  size  of  a  large  room,  is  covered  with  poultry  wire  and  operated  by  a  wire 
from  a  blind.    Its  construction  would  cost  approximately  $100.    The  Biological 
Survey  plans  to  furnish  blue  prints  of  the  trap  for  use  in  such  places.  The 
Department  of  Agriculture  issues  the  cautionary  statement  that,  in  spite  of  the 
objectionable  habits  of  crows  under  certain  conditions,  these  birds  should  not 
be  persecuted  in  sections  where  they  are  beneficial  to  the  farmer  in  preying 
upon  the  pests  of  his  crops,  and  that  even  in  areas  "here  their  injurious 
habits  seem  pronounced,  preventive  measures  rather  than  destruction  will  often 
put  an  end  to  complaints  against  crows  and  still  allow  the  birds  to  continue 
their  useful  work  of  devouring  injurious  insects, 

"Tuber  Index  Method"  Tests  Health  of  Seed  Potatoes. 

Under  the  direction  of  William  Stuart,  potato  specialist  of  the  United 
States  Department  of  Agriculture,  many  a  spud  is  giving  its  best  eye  in  an  effort 
to  secure  a  "health  certificate"  and  an  opportunity  to  live  and  raise  a  family 
of  seed  potatoes.     Only  such  tubers  as  are  free  from  infection  with  mosaic  leaf- 
roll,  spindle- tuber,  and  related  disaaws '-fcre  retained  for  producing  seed  stock. 
Infected  tubers  would  produce  diseased  progeny.    Because  it  is  impossible  to 
distinguish  the  infected  tubers  from  the  uninfected  ones  by  superficial  observa- 
tion, Mr.  Stuart  and  his  associates  have  adopted  a  novel  way  of  making  the 
health  examination  and  eliminating  the  undesirables.    It  is  known  as  the  "tuber 
index  method."    This  method  was  developed  by  Dr.  P.  M.  Blodgett  of  Cornell  Univ- 
ersity.   A  selected  lot  of  apparently  disease-free  potatoes  is  secured  for  the 
prospective  parent  stock.    Each  tuber  is  given  an  index  or  identification  number. 
One  eye  is  cut  from  each,  given  a  corresponding  index  number,  and  planted  in  the 
greenhouse  under  disease-free  conditions.     The  remainder  of  the  tuber  is  then 
stored  away  to  await  the  verdict.     If  the  plant  resulting  from  the  eye  proves  to 
be  free  of  disease  as  determined  by  careful  observation,  the  parent  tuber  is 
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given  a  clean  bill  of  health  and  retained  for  seed.    If  disease  is  present  in 
the  plant,  the  tuber  is  discarded.     In  that  way  the  diseased  potatoes  are  dis- 
covered and  condemned,  while  the  healthy  ones  are  saved  for  future  planting  in 
outdoor  seed  plats. 

Points  to  Note  in  Buying  Fruits  and  Vegetables.. 

Appearance,  condition,  size,  flavor,  and  correct  weight  or  measure  are 
points  to  take  into  consideration  when  buying  fresh  fruits  and  vegetables.  Care 
in  grading  and  preparing  for  shipment  results  in  the  best  products  and  is 
usually  indicated  by  careful  packing  in  heavy  crates  that  prevent  bruising,  by 
a  spotless  surface,  uniform  in  size  in  each  crate,  and  often  by  individual 
paper  wrappings.    The  appearance  of  such  external  parts  as  tips  and  leaves  is  a 
help  in  judging  freshness  in  the  retail  market, 

Film  Shows  Folly  of  Firing  Woods  for  Grass.. 

"Trees  of  Righteousness,"  a  three-reel  motion  picture  by  the  United  States 
Department  of  Agriculture,  is  designed  to  combat  the  evil  of  "woods  burning," 
particularly  in  the  Ozark  region.    Woods  burning,  to  "green  up  the  woods"  in 
the  spring,  has  been  practiced  for  generations  in  that  region,  with  the  result 
that  woods  pasture  has  been  ruined  and  the  existence  of  the  forests  threatened 
through  the  killing  of  young  trees.    The  picture  shows  graphically  the  folly  of 
a  practice  that  results  in  nothing  but  a  growth  of  wire  grass,  broom  sedge,  and 
oak  brush. 

Wheat  Consumed  in  U.  S.  in  1925,. 

Total  beef  consumed  in  the  United  States  reached  the  highest  point  on 
record  during  1925,  according  to  estimates  by  the  department.     The  per  capita 
consumption  was  63. 1  pounds.     The  total  per  capita  consumption  of  all  meats, 
including  beef  and  veal,  mutton  and  lamb,  and  pork  (except  lard)  for  1925  was 
15^.3  pounds.     Total  meat  consumption  for  the  year,  although  lower  than  during 
the  two  years  immediately  preceding,  was  slightly  higher  than  the  average  for 
the  last  five  years.    Decreased  consumption  of  pork  during  the  year,  as  compared 
with  the  unusually  high  years  of  I92U  and  1923,  was  largely  responsible  for  the 
drop  in  the  total  of  meat  consumed. 

Predict  Road  Progress  in  1926. 

Highway  construction  and  maintenance  in  1926  will  equal  and  possibly 
exceed  the  progress  made  in  any  other  year,  according  to  estimates  from  the 
various  states  compiled  by  the  Bureau  of  Public  Roads,    A  total  of  $1,030, 286,- 
9^-S  is  available  for  the  construction  and  maintenance  of  all  rural  roads. 


Strawberry  Whiskers  Explained  in  New  Film. 

"Why  Strawberries  Grow  Whiskers"  is  the  title  of  a  new  United  States 
Department  of  Agriculture  film  on  the  handling  of  strawberries,  just  completed 
by  the  office  of  motion  pictures  for  the  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry. 

The  fact  that  strawberries  do  grow  whiskers  may  be  news  to  many  con- 
sumers, but  it  is  old  stuff  to  the  strawberry  trade;  indeed  one  of  the  prime 
objects  in  the  life  of  the  strawberry  shipper  is  to  prevent  the  growth  of 
"whiskers"  on  the  strawberries  he  handles.    The  lesson  taught  by  the  film 
may  be  boiled  down  into  three  very  brief  admonitions  to  the  grower: 

1.  Handle  strawberries  carefully. 

2.  Pick  early  in  the  day,  while  the  berries  are  cool. 
3-  Refrigerate  promptly  after  picking. 

Tuberculosis  in  Herd  Causes  Decreased  Income. 

Showing  that  milk  production  in  a  herd  began  to  decline  almost  simulta- 
neously with  the  development  of  tuberculosis  among  the  cows,  a  report  received 
by  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture  discusses  a  topic  of  unusual 
interest  in  practical  dairying.     The  insidious  nature  of  tuberculosis  makes 
the  time  of  first  infection  difficult  to  establish  and  other  variable  factors 
make  the  study  of  this  question  very  complex.    But  in  the  case  reported  the 
evidence  indicates  that  in  two  years  the  spread  of  bovine  tuberculosis  caused 
a  reduction  in  the  milk  of  the  herd,  which  averaged  about  10  cows,  from  an 
annual  production  of  111,178  pounds  to  82,173  pounds.    The  decrease  in  income 
from  the  sale  of  milk  amounted  to  approximately  $2>7°»    Officials  of  the  Bureau 
of  Animal  Industry  point  out  that  the  indemnity  paid  for  tuberculous  cattle 
detected  by  official  testing  is  well  known  to  be  a  means  of  hastening  tuber- 
culosis eradication.    However,  in  the  light  of  the  foregoing  figures  the 
reduced  income  from  a  tuberculous  herd  may  equal  or  even  exceed  the  amount  of 
indemnity  ordinarily  paid.     This  loss,  the  officials  conclude,  should  be  as 
great  an  inducement  as  the  expected  indemnity  for  having  the  test  applied 
promptly,  so  as  to  check  the  ravages  of  the  disease,  economic  losses,  and 
danger  to  mankind. 


Barberry  Fighters  Meet  at  17ashington.  . 

The  eighth  annual  conference  of  the  leaders  of  the  "barberry-eradication 
and  stem-rust  epidemiology  forces  was  held  at  Vashington  from  March  IS  to  25. 
The  barberry-eradication  campaign,  carried  on  in  the  13  North  Central  grain- 
growing  States  is  one  of  the  largest  single  projects  of  the  Bureau  of  Plant 
Industry  in  the  control  of  plant  disease.    The  harmful  barberry  is  the  onlyriaown 
plant  which  harbors  and  spreads  black  stem  rust  of  grains  and  grasses.  Stem 
rust  has  caused  an  estimated  average  annual  loss  of  more  than  50,000,000  bushels 
of  small  grain  in  those  States  in  each  of  the  past  10  years. 

This  campaign  was  begun  in  April,  1918,  in  cooperation  with  the  agricul- 
tural colleges  of  the  eradication  area.    The  purpose  of  the  campaign  is  to  find 
and  remove  every  barberry  bush  which  will  spread  black  stem  rust.    Since  1918  more 
than  11,500,000  harmful  barberry  bushes  have  been  destroyed  in  this  areaf  Com- 
plete eradication  of  barberries  from  local  communities  in  the  States  of  the 
eradication  area  east  of  the  Mississippi  and  north  of  the  Ohio  Rivers  has  con-  . 
trolled  the  stem  rust  in  each  of  these  local  areas.    In  the  States  west  of  the 
Mississippi  River  a  gradual  decrease  in  stem  rust  indicates  that  barberry  eradi- 
cation is  already  producing  favorable  results. 

20,000,000  Motor  Cars  on  Highways ♦ 

More  than  20,000,000  motor  vehicles  were  in  use  on  the  highways  of  the 
United  States  in  1925,  according  to  the  Bureau  of  Public  Roads  of  the  department. 
The  increase  in  registrations  during  the  year  amounted  to  13.^  per  cent,  Florida 
reports  an  increase  of  kG.S  per  pent,  while  Utah,  Mississippi,  Alabama,  Arkansas, 
North  Dakota,  and  Texas  all  report  increases  of  more  than  20  per  cent.  Truck 
registration  increased  1U.5  per  cent  for  the  entire  country.    There  is  now  one 
motor  vehicle  for  each  5*8  persons  in  the  United  States. 

Foot-and-Mouth  Quarantine  Removed  from  Texas . 

Effective  April  1  all  Federal  quarantine  restrictions,  previously  imposed 
owing  to  foot-and-mouth  disease  in  Texas,  are  revoked.     This  announcement  by  the 
Bureau  of  Animal  Industry  marks  the  culmination  of  the  outbreak  of  1925.     The  last 
diseased  herd  was  slaughtered  and  destroyed  by  incineration  October  15,  1925- 

Warns  Against  Smoke  Damage. 

Smoke  damage  to  merchandise  is  quite  common  in  city  stores  in  California 
near  large  orchard  districts,  via  ere  frost  protective  heating  is  carried  on  exten- 
sively.   Although  the  fruit  frost  service  of  the  leather  Bureau  is  maintained  pri- 
marily for  the  fruit  growers,  the  forecasts  of  temperatures  sufficiently  low  to 
require  heating  are  now  supplied  to  the  merchants  as  a  warning  to  protect  their 
goods  against  smoke  and  are  utilized  extensively  by  them. 


Ice  Cream  Consumption  Increased. 

The  consumption  of  ice  cream  in  the  United  States  has  increased  from  1. Oh 
gallons  a  year  per  person  in  1910  to  2.8  gallons  in  1925,  the  department  has  an- 
nounced. 

More  Chickens  and  Eggs. 

An  increase  of  k.~J  per  cent  in  the  number  of  hens  and  pullets  of  laying 
age  on  farms  January  1  of  this  year  over  January  1,  1925,  and  a  production  of 
chickens  on  farms  last  year  k.2.  per  cent  greater  than  in  192U  are  estimated  "by 
the  department. 

Lime  Sulphur  Best  For  Apple  Scab. 

Apple  scab,  a  very  destructive  and  widely  distributed  fungous  disease 
affecting  most  commercial  varieties  of  apples,  is  "best  controlled  "by  spraying 
with  lime-sulphur  solution  diluted  at  the  rate  of  l|r  gallons  of  the  solution  to 
50  gallons  of  water. ,  $h©  disease  not  only  seriously  damages  the  fruit  itself 
"but  also  frequently  causes  premature  loss  of  leaves  with  consequent  stunting  of 
the  trees.    It  often  kills  the  blossom  "buds  or  "blossoms,  especially  in  northern 
or&batds,  in  that  way  reducing  or  entirely  destroying  the  prospective  crop.  The 
spray  is  "best  applied  as  a  fine  mist,  thus  avoiding  too  heavy  applications  and 
lessening  the  risk  of  injury  to  fruit  and  foliage.    Removal  of  fallen  leaves  from 
the  ground  or  plowing  them  under  in  the  fall  or  early  spring  is  a  valuable  aid 
to  control  by  spraying. 

Tattoo  Marks  on  Hogs  Identify  Ownership  of  Diseased  Animals. 

A  simple  method  for  placing  tattoo  marks  on  hogs  so  that  they  may  be  readily 
identified  after  slaughter  has  been  devised.    The  principal  need  for  such  identi- 
fication is  for  detecting  the  origin  of  any  diseased  hogs  found  at  the  slaughter- 
ing places  and  to  trace  the  channels  through  which  infection  spreads. 

A  description  of  the  instrument,  methods  of  using  it,  and  various  practi- 
cal uses  for  such  identification  marks,  are  described  in  Miscellaneous  Circular 
No*  57.  just  issued  by  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture. 

Southern  Peach  Crop  Injured. 

Georgia  and  North  Carolina  may  still  have  a  fairly  good  crop  of  peaches 
notwithstanding  the  widespread  injury  resulting  from  the  freeze  of  March  lU,  ac- 
cording to  reports  to  the  department  from  producing  sections.    If  the  weather 
from  now  on  is  favorable,  the  losses  may  be  offset  by  the  fact  that  in  these 
States  more  than  a  million  young  trees  are  coming  into  bearing  each  year. 

Hunt ing  Licenses  Increase  Revenue. 

More  than  5,000,000  hunting  and  fishing  licenses  were  taken  out  during  the 
season  I92U-25  by  sportsmen  and  anglers  throughout  the  United  States,  including 
Alaska,  and  the  returns  to  State  treasuries  amounted  to  more  than  $6,^+00,000. 


Making  the  Home  Surroundings  Attractive. 


Y/here  it  is  not  possible  to  "build  the  new  house  on  a  lot  having  good 
trees  the  first  step  toward  an  attractive  home  is  tree  planting.    Even  with 
trees  already  established,  plants  of  smaller  growth  are  required  in  addition 
if  a  home  atmosphere  is  to  radiate  from  the  house.    A  proper  combination  of 
these  gives  the  most  pleasing  result. 

Locating  the  walk  and  the  drive,  if  there  is  to  be  one.  is  a  necessary 
preliminary  to  planting  the  grounds-    The  less  conspicuous  they  are  the  better 
for  the  general  effect.    If  the  house  is  close  to  the  street  a  straight  walk 
is  the  least  obtrusive  and  cuts  up  the  lawn  less  than  a  curving  one;  but  if 
the  house  its    farther  from  the  street  than  the  width  of  Its  own  front  an  un- 
broken lawn  may  be  provided  by  curving  the  walk  from  one  corner  tor  the  other. 
Yihen  a  drive  is  needed  it  may  often  be  used  as  a  substitute  for  a  walk.  TTalks 
and  drives  should  be  kept  as  fetr    in  number  and  as  limited  in  area  as  condi- 
tions will. permit. 

Proper  location  of  shade  trees  is  probably  the  most  vital  of  all  the 
planting  details.    Yfnere  the  house  is  placed  close  to  the  street  the  street 
trees  are  usually  the  only  ornamental  trees  that  can  be  used,  but  where  there 
is  room  some  are  needed  near  each  corner  of  the  house  as  a  frame  but  none  in 
front  to  obstruct  the  view.    On  a  large  lot  additional  trees  provide  welcome 
shade  but  must  not  obstruct  the  picture  of  the  front. 
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Farmers  Stabilizing  Production 

Farmers'  crop  plans  this  spring  "reflect  a  "balance  and  stability  which 
represent,  to  some  extent,  a  measure  of  the  ground  gained  since  1921,  IT  says 
the  department  in  its  April  1  report  on  the  farm  situation.     The  department's 
index  of  purchasing  power  of  farm  prices  has  remained  stationary  at  87  for  the 
past  five  months. 

Rural  Hospitals 

Pioneer  work  done  by  many  farming  communities  in  establishing  rural  hospi- 
tals has  been  investigated  by  the  department,  with  the  object  of  encouraging 
similar  action  in  localities  which  at  present  are  without  hospital  facilities. 
Farming  communities  are  urged  by  the  department  not  to  sacrifice  health  to 
their  desire  for  economy;  it  is  not  really  economical  to  dispense  with  hospitals. 
There  is  a  growing  shortage  of  country  doctors.    Accordingly,  a  necessary  step 
in  combating  the  abandonment  of  country  practice  by  doctors  is  to  furnish  ade- 
quate hospital  facilities  in  the  country.    Uew  State  laws  are  removing  legal  ■ 
obstacles  to  the  establishment  of  rural  hospitals,  and  a  movement  to  multiply 
their  numbers  is  under  way. 

Apple  Scab 

Apple  scab,  a  very  destructive  and  widely  distributed  fungouB  disease 
affecting  most  commercial  varieties  of  apples,  is  best  . controlled  by  spraying 
with  lime-sulphur  solution  diluted  at  the  rate  of  if  gallons  of  the  solution 
to  50  gallons  of  water.     The  disease  not  only  seriously  damages  the  fruit  itself 
but  also  frequently  causes  premature  loss  of  leaves,  with  consequent  stunting 
of  the  trees.    Furthermore,  it  often  kills  the  blossom  buds  or  blossoms,  es- 
pecially in  northern  orchards,  in  that  way  reducing  or  entirely  destroying  the 
prospective  crop.     Detailed  information  relative  to  the  disease,  the  extent 
of  injury  to  both  fruit  and  trees,  the  preparation  and  use  of  sprays  and  other 
remedies,  and  the  relative  susceptibility  of  apple  varieties  is  given  in 
Farmers'  Bulletin  ikfS. 

Feeding  Handbook  is  Revised 

The  department's  "Handbook  for  Better  Feeding  of  livestock,"  which 
has  experienced  a  very  wide  demand  since  its  issuance  two  years  ago,  has  been 
reprinted  in  a  revised  edition.     The  new  edition  contains  numerous  photographic 
illustrations  of  feeding  practices  and  presents  some  new  text  embodying  late 
information.     The  handbook  is  intended  especially  for  farmers  who  desire  a  handy- 
sized  book  with  reference  tables  to  be  followed  in,  feeding  the  various  classes  of 
farm  animals.    Persons  having  special  problems  are  invited  to  apply  for  feeding- 
question  sheets.     These  sheets  are  convenient  blanks  for  describing  problems  in 
a  manner  which  insiires  the  most  definite  answers  by  Federal  and  State  specialists 
who  analyze  and  answer  the  problems. 
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Seek  a  Hardier  Winter  Wheat 

Winter  injury  to  wheat  causes  nearly  as  heavy  losses  to  that  crop  as 
do  all  wheat  diseases  combined.     With  a  view  to  developing  winter-wheat  varieties 
of  greater  hardiness,  investigations  were  conducted  at  26  experiment  stations 
in  the  United  States  and  Canada  during  one  or  more  of  the  six  years  from  1920 
to  1925 i  inclusive.  •  In  the  experiments  U5  winter-wheat  varieties  and  strains 
were  grown  in  uniform  nurseries.    Data  as  to  comparative  hardiness  show  that 
the  varieties  Minhardi,  Buffum  No.'  17,  .Minturki,  and  Odessa  are  considerably 
more  cold  resistant  than  the  standard  Kharkof  used  as  a  check.    Padui,  Turkey 
(Minn.  No.  itygg) ,  and  Beloglina  are- somewhat  more  hardy  than  Kharkof.  Eanred 
and  Nebraska  No.  60  are  probably  slightly  hardier  than  Kharkof.    Nebraska  No. 
23  and  Blackhull  are  much  less  winter  hardy  than  Kharkof.     The  results  obtained 
in  these  experiments  are  being  used  as  a  basis  for  breeding  wheats  to  combine 
winter  hardiness  with  other  good  qualities. 

Properly  Prepared  Wool  Worth  More  Money 

Although  the  wool  trade  has  long  complained  bitterly  against  the  use  of 
binder  twine  in  tying  fleeces  on  the  farm,  the  practice  still  continues  to  a 
large  extent  in  many  States.    The  use  of  such  twines  is  objectionable  because  . 
small  shreds  cling  to  the  wool  and  appear  in  the  finished  cloth,  from  which  they 
can  be  removed  only  by  expensive  hand  labor.     The  use  of  paper-wool  twine  manu- 
factured especially  for  tying  fleeces  is  advocated.    One  large  wool  producer 
reports  a  more  ready  sale  and  a  saving  of  2  cents  a  pound  on  wool  properly  pre- 
pared for  market. 

Chaff  and  straw,  allowed  to  get  into  the  fleeces  through  carelessness 
in  feeding,  from  unswept  floors  at  shearing  time,  or  during  storage,  also  make 
fleeces  less  valuable  and  unattractive  to  the  buyer,  and  sometimes  results  in 
a  loss  to  the  grower  —  an  avoidable  loss  —  of  as  much  as  10  cents  a  pound. 
The  appearance  of  a  fleece  is  also  improved  if  rolled  up  and  tied  with  the 
flesh  side  out.     Twine  of  moderate  size  is  best  for  tying,  and  not  more  than 
two  strands  each  way  is  advisable. 

More  attention  to  the  details  of  shearing,  handling,  storage,  and  pre- 
paration of  the  fleeces  for  market  would  mean  a  general  improvement  in  the  wool 
of  this  country,  and  make  it  compare  more  favorably  with  most  of  the  foreign 
wools  imported  for  manufacturing  purposes. 

Plan  to  Establish  Llamas  Here  Highly  Speculative 

"Hope  springs  eternal, "  and  this  time  in  the  breast  of  a  western  enthu- 
siast who  plans  to  import  the  South  American  llama  and  alpaca  and  establish 
these  hardy  and  hairy  animals  as  a  part  of  our  livestock  husbandry.     It  is  not 
a  new  idea.    Numerous  attempts  to  do  the  same  thing  have  been  made  during  the 
past  100  years,  says  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture,  and  all  have 
failed. 
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Heavy  Lambs  This  Season 


An  unusually  large  supply  of  lambs  in  many  districts  has  reduced  the 
price  of 'this  excellent  meat,  and  housekeepers  are  taking  advantage  of  the 
opportunity  to  serve  frequently  what  is  sometimes  regarded  as  a  luxury.  Al- 
though during  this  season  some  lambs  are  heavy  the  housewife  need  not  be 
afraid  she  is  getting  meat  from  mature  animals.    Legs  will  often  weigh  from 
6  to  8  pounds  although  from  lambs  not  yet  one  year  old.     If  this  size  is  too 
large,  the  purchaser  may  have  several  pieces  sliced  from  the  top  to  be  cooked 
as  cutlets  or  chops.    When  the  remainder  of  the  leg  is  roasted  the  cut  sur- 
faces will  be  sealed  to  retain  the  juices  by  quick  searing  in  the  oven. 

Tularemia  May  Be  Transmitted  to  Man 

The  epizootic  disease  known  as  tularemia,  "tabbit  fever,"  or  "deer- 
fly  fever,"  which  kills  off  wild  rabbits  in  great  numbers,  may  also  be  trans- 
mitted to  human  beings  through  the  bite  of  blood-sucking  flies  and  ticks  and 
through  handling  or  coming  in  touch  with  the  blood  and  internal  organs  of 
infected  wild  rabbits.     The  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture  calls 
attention  to  the  prevalence  of  tularemia  in  order  that,  to  prevent  possible 
infection,  persons  exposed  to  the  disease  may  observe  precautions,  such  as 
wearing  rubber  gloves,  rinsing  the  hands  in  antiseptic  solutions  after  handling 
wild  rabbits,  and  treating  insect  bites  promptly  with  iodine.    Many  persons 
have  become  infected  by  dressing  wild  rabbits  for  the  table  or  by  cutting 
them  up  for  fish  bait  or  feed  for  poultry,  swine,  or  other  domestic  stock. 


Income  From  Gas  Tax  Increasing  Rapidly 

Motor-vehicle  operators  paid  nearly  $150, 000 ,.000  in  gasoline  taxes  in  1325, 
according  to  studies  just  completed  by  the  Bureau  of  Public  Roads,     The  amount 
collected  is  an  increase  of  S3  Per  cent  over  the  total  in  19  2^  and  four  and  one 
half  times  the  total  in  1923. 

The  four  States,  Illinois,  Massachusetts,  New  Jersey,  and  New  York,  did  not 
■       ss  a  tax  upon  gasoline  sold  within  their  "boundaries.    The  average  consumption 
per  vehicle  was  about  U30  gallons.     In  the  hh  States  in  v>hich  the  tax  was  levied 
the  average  amount  paid  "by  the  motor-vehicle  operator  was  $3.22. 

Scientists  to  Study  Hookworm  in  Tropics  ■• 

Dr^  Maurice  C.  Hall,  chief  of  the  zoological  division,  Bureau  of  Animal  In- 
dustry,' is  one  of  six  men  chosen  to  take  part  in  a  research  expedition  to  Central 
America  for  the  purpose  of  improving  control  measures  used  in  combating  the  hook- 
worm disease.     Commenting  upon  this  survey,  Doctor  Hall  sajd;   "The  Bureau  of 
Animal' Industry  rants  to  know  what  diseases  are  to  the  south  of  us,  as  the  Tropics 
are  a  sort  of  reservoir  from  which  certain  diseases  flow  northward  in  shipments 
of  livestock."    Things  may  "be  found  there  about' .which  quarantine  stations  should 
have  some  definite  knowledge  and  information. 

■Strikingly  effective  results  in .hoofc/orm  control  have  already  been  obtained 
in  Venezuela.    Five  months  after  the  workers  in  the  mines  there  had  been  treated 
the  output  of  the  mines  increased  35  Per  cent — -thus  showing  the  difference  in 
efficiency  between  a  victim  of  hookworm  and  one  who  has  been  treated  for  the 
disease.     On  the  present  expedition  Doctor  Hall  expects  to  experiment  with  a 
new  drug  which  he  has  discovered  and  which  has  been  tried  on  only  a  few  human 
patients  up  to  the  present  time, 

Lyctus  powder-*post  beetles,  which  attack  seasoned  sapwood  of  hardwood  lumber „ 
implement  handles,  and  furniture,  especially  that  made  of  ash,  hickory,  and  oak, 
cause  extensive  losses  throughout  the  United  States.     The  department  recommends 
adoption  of  a  system  of  inspection,  classification,  and  more  rapid  utilization 
of  the  older  seasoned  sapwood  of  hardwood  stock  as  a  means  of  preventing  injury 
by  the  beetles.     To  prevent  attack  treat  the  more  valuable  material,  between 
October  end  March,  with  boiled  linseed  oil  or  other  fillers.     It  is  also  advis- 
able to  varnish  or  paraffin  the  sapwood  portions  of  backs  and  interior  surfaces 
of  cabinet  work,  inside  finish,  and  furniture.    Stock  that  has  been  submerged  in 
water  for  four  months  or  longer  is  immune  from  attack  by  the' beetle*     A  new 
Farmers*  Bulletin  on  this  subject,  Uo,  1^77 »  nas  jv^st  been  published  by  the 
Department  of  Agriculture . 


DAIRY  SIRE1  S  DAUGHTERS  BEST  IltDEX  QF-,,HI.S,  tfALUg-. 

A  great  dairy  sire  is  one  whose  daughters  have  a  high  average  yield  Of  milk 
and  butterfat,  a  high  average  increase  in  milk  and  butterfat  yield  over  that  of 
their  dams,  and  a  high  percentage  of  their  number  better  than  their  dams.  All 
these  things  must  be  taken  into  consi  deration  when  measuring  the  Value'  of  a  dairy 
sire.     In  a  study  of  23  Holstein-Friesian  sires,,  each  having  six  or  more  tested 
daughters  from  tested  dams,  the  "Department  of  Agriculture  found  that  some  of  the 
sires  in  the  list  raised  '.both  .the  milk  yield  and-  the  percentage  of  butterfat  of' 
their  daughters  as  compared  to  the  production  of- their  darns..     Some  raised  one 
and  lowered  the  other*    Some  lowered  both.    'The  prepotency  of  a  sire  seems  to  de<- 
pend  upon  the  combination  of  factors  governing  the  yield  of  milk  and  percentage  ■ 
of  butterfat  that  he  has  inherited  from  his  parents.    If  he  has  inherited  only 
factors  that  will  determine  high  milk  yield  and  high  percentage  of  butterfat,  he 
will  be  prepotent  in  impressing  these  characters  on  his.  offspring,  •  If  he  and- 
the  dams  with  which  he  is  mated  have  inherited  from  their  parents  a  mixture  of 
the  factors  for  both  low  and  high  production  \vhich  is  often  the  case,  a- variety 
of  combinations,  in  the  different  offspring  will .follow,  and  they  will  be  of 
varying  degrees  of  producing  ability.     The  complete  discussion,  of '.  this  study  has' 
been  published  in  Department  Bulletin  No.  1372,  just  issued.    A  copy  may  be  ob- 
tained, while  the,  supply  lasts,  by  writing  ta  the  United  States;, Department  of 
Agriculture,  Washington,  D.  C.  . 

Wide  Range  Shown  in  Cost  of  Producing  Pork .  . 

Wide  variations  in  the  cost  of  producing  pork  are  shown  in  a  survey  made 
by  the  Department  of  Agriculture  of  farms  in  Henry  County,  Iowa,  and 'Warren  •" 
County,  Illinois,  said  to  be  typical  of  corn-hog  farms  throughout  the  Corn  Belt, 
The  gross  cost  of  producing  100  pounds  of  marketable  pork  on- farms  in" one' 
year  ranged  from  $3-07  to  $13«55»  with  an  average  of  $5«^9*    Production  costs 
on  39  farms  in  another  year  ranged  from  $H.S6  to  $10, 02,  with  an  average  of  ^6.32- 
The  wide  variation  in  costs  the  department  says,  indicates  the  influences  of  ■ 
care  and  management  in  the  hog  lot.     The  farms  studied  were  within  a  short  dis«*  •  • 
tance  of  each  other.   : It  was  possible  to  follow  very  similar  methods  within  the 
region,  and  yet  some  pork  producers  shipped  hogs  to  market  costing  more  than 
twice  what  they  cost  other  farms*     Detailed  results  of  the  survey  have  been  puT>- 
lished  in  Department  Bulletin  Wo,  13S1,  "Cost  of  Producing  Hogs  in  Iowa  and 
Illinois,3  copies  of  which  may  be  had  free,  as  long  as  the  supply  lasts,  upon 
request  to  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Smaller  Stocks  of  Meats  in  Cold  Storage;  Butter  and  Apples  Increased.  . 

Markedly  smaller  stocks  of  meats,  lard,  forzen  poultry,  and  eggs  in  cold 
storage  April  1,  compared  with  stocks  on  the  same', date  a  year  ago,  and  increased 
stocks  of  butter,  -cheese*  and  apples  are  reported  by  the  United  States  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture .    Stocks  of  butter  are  considerably'  larger  than  at  the  same 
time  last  year.    The  quantity  of.  case  eggs  in  cold  storage  is  placed  at  857,000 
cases  compared  with  1,2^0,000  cases  a  year  ago.     Stocks  of  forzen  eggs,  however, . 
have  almost  doubled,  being  21, Skh, 000  pounds  compared  with  11,353 ,000  pounds. 
There  were  about  one-fourth  more . apples  in  storage  April  1,  1926,  than  one  year 
ago. 


